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Course Information

Course Name: 
ELA Grade 8 On Level and Honors See extensions in the Unit Planner for Honors

Unit Title: 
Reader & Writer Identity: Text Techniques 
MYP Year:
3

Unit Duration:
15 Hours

Instructional Information
Standards
See LEARNING EXPERIENCES for specific Grade 8 Expectations for each standard in the Unit.
STANDARD 6-8.L.GC.1: Grammar, Usage, & Mechanics
Draw from knowledge of the conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics when analyzing and constructing texts. 
STANDARD 6-8.L.GC.2: Syntax
Apply understanding of syntax to comprehend, analyze, condense, and combine ideas and information, enhancing clarity, style, and meaning.
STANDARD 6-8. T.T.1: Narrative Techniques
Analyze and apply narrative techniques.
STANDARD 6-8. T.T.2: Expository Techniques
Analyze and apply expository techniques.
STANDARD 6-8. T.T.3: Argumentative Techniques
Analyze and apply argumentative techniques.
STANDARD 6-8. T.T.4: Poetic Techniques
Analyze and apply poetic techniques.
STANDARD 6-8.T.PM.1: Periods & Movements
Demonstrate knowledge of dominant themes, genres, and verbal styles of literature from a particular time period.
STANDARD K-12. P. EICC.1: Reader & Writer Identity
Build an identity as a reader and writer, developing a repertoire of resources and tools to continuously expand participation as an active consumer and producer of texts.
STANDARD K-12.P. EICC.2: Engagement & Intention
Engage in written or spoken dialogue as author and audience for a variety of tasks and purposes, making intentional connections within, between, and beyond texts.
STANDARD K-12.P. EICC.4: Writing Processes
Compose a range of texts for a variety of purposes and audiences, flexibly engaging in writing processes to plan, draft, evaluate, revise, and edit texts.
Gifted Standards
Strand 2: Creative Thinking Skills 
MCS.Gifted.S2B: Develop and apply the cognitive components of creative thinking: fluency, flexibility, originality, and elaboration.
MCS.Gifted.S2D: Apply components of creative thinking in finding, solving, and evaluating solutions to authentic real- world problems and dilemmas. 
Strand 3: Higher Order Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills
MCS.Gifted.S3A: Develop and apply core critical thinking skills of metacognition, observation, questioning, prediction, analysis, interpretation, inference, summarization, evaluation, synthesis, explanation, and transference. 
Strand 4: Advanced Communication and Collaboration Skills
MCS.Gifted.4A: Develop skills and techniques associated with effective verbal and non-verbal communication, adjusting for a given audience or task.
Concepts/Skills to be Mastered by Students
Key Concepts
Creativity
is the process of generating novel ideas and considering existing ideas from new perspectives. Creativity includes the ability to recognize the value of ideas when developing innovative responses to problems; it may be evident in process as well as outcomes, products or solutions.
Related Concepts
Style: The characteristic way that a writer uses linguistic devices, literary devices and features for particular purposes and effects; for example, word choice, sentence structure, figurative devices, repetition, motif, allusion, imagery and symbolism.
Global Context
Personal and Cultural Expression
Students will explore the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.  
Statement of Inquiry
Readers and writers both look for and/or use techniques to craft text that expresses ideas, reflect on and extend creativity, and invite critical analysis as well as appreciation of the aesthetic.
Inquiry Questions
Factual 
What are narrative, expository, argument, and poetic techniques?
Conceptual 
How do authors shape their message through the use of narrative, expository, argument, and poetic techniques?
Debatable 
· Should authors integrate narrative, expository, argument, and poetic techniques within a single work to enhance meaning, creativity, and aesthetic, or is it more effective to focus on one technique depending on the purpose and audience of the text?  
· [bookmark: _Int_s2kwz7I0]How might this change based on the mode of the text?
Assessment Tasks
	Assessment Type
	Objectives
	Relationship between MYP summative assessment task(s) and statement of inquiry:

	Common Formative: 
Title: Modern Mythology (Recognizing how modern stories and texts pull from mythology to enhance meaning and purpose.) 
Description: Students will read and analyze an original Greek myth and various retellings across different modalities. Students will examine the techniques used in each text, and analyze how the modern interpretations use thematic elements from the original myth to shape meaning. 
	· 8.T.T.1.a Analyze how narrative techniques are used across the text to develop plot, characters, and setting.
· 8.T.T.1.e Apply narrative techniques to enhance writing, engage audiences, and achieve specific purposes. 
· 8.T.T.2.a Analyze the development of expository techniques used to present and design content, including multiple main ideas, facts, statistics, key details, information from text features, and a sense of closure.
· 8.T.T.2.d Apply multiple expository techniques (e.g., main idea, facts, statistics, key details, text features, sense of closure) to enhance writing and engage audiences.
· 8.T.T.3.a Analyze the development of argumentative techniques used to present and design content, including an author’s claim, supporting relevant and logical evidence, an identified counterclaim, a rebuttal, and a conclusion that logically follows the argument.
· 8.T.T.3.c Apply argumentative techniques (e.g., author’s claim, supporting relevant and logical evidence, an identified counterclaim, a rebuttal, and a conclusion) to enhance writing and engage audiences.
· 8.T.T.4.a Analyze the development of poetic techniques used to present and design content, including stanzas, rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, and/or cacophony.
· 8.T.T.4.b Apply poetic techniques (eg., stanzas, rhyme/rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, sound devices) to produce poetry and engage audiences. 
· 8.T.PM.1.a Read and compare and contrast myths and stories (fictional and historical) that modern writers have adapted into their own works. 
· 8.T.PM.1.b Compare and contrast the treatment of a common theme by different writers within a time period.
· 8.L.GC.1.50 Use ellipses appropriately
· 8.L.GC.1.52 Use semicolons, with or without a conjunctive adverb, to form compound and compound complex sentences.
· K-12.P.EICC.1.d Build a repertoire of comprehension and composition skills, strategies, and techniques, drawing from them as needed to aid the interpretation and construction of texts.
· K-12.P.EICC.2.a Share real or imagined experiences by interpreting and constructing texts that tell or include stories. 
· K-12.P.EICC.2.d Interpret and construct texts to aid the analysis and evaluation of texts.
	N/A

	Common Summative: Title: Analyzing a Mythological Interpretation in a Multimodal Text
Description: Students will analyze how a multimodal text not only takes elements of an original myth but uses different modalities to create meaning for the audience. 

	· 8.T.T.1.a Analyze how narrative techniques are used across the text to develop plot, characters, and setting.
· 8.T.T.1.e Apply narrative techniques to enhance writing, engage audiences, and achieve specific purposes. 
· 8.T.T.2.a Analyze the development of expository techniques used to present and design content, including multiple main ideas, facts, statistics, key details, information from text features, and a sense of closure.
· 8.T.T.2.d Apply multiple expository techniques (e.g., main idea, facts, statistics, key details, text features, sense of closure) to enhance writing and engage audiences.
· 8.T.T.3.a Analyze the development of argumentative techniques used to present and design content, including an author’s claim, supporting relevant and logical evidence, an identified counterclaim, a rebuttal, and a conclusion that logically follows the argument.
· 8.T.T.3.c Apply argumentative techniques (e.g., author’s claim, supporting relevant and logical evidence, an identified counterclaim, a rebuttal, and a conclusion) to enhance writing and engage audiences.
· 8.T.T.4.a Analyze the development of poetic techniques used to present and design content, including stanzas, rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, and/or cacophony.
· 8.T.T.4.b Apply poetic techniques (eg., stanzas, rhyme/rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, sound devices) to produce poetry and engage audiences. 
· 8.T.PM.1.a Read and compare and contrast myths and stories (fictional and historical) that modern writers have adapted into their own works. 
· 8.T.PM.1.b Compare and contrast the treatment of a common theme by different writers within a time period.
· 8.L.GC.1.50 Use ellipses appropriately
· 8.L.GC.1.52 Use semicolons, with or without a conjunctive adverb, to form compound and compound complex sentences.
· K-12.P.EICC.1.d Build a repertoire of comprehension and composition skills, strategies, and techniques, drawing from them as needed to aid the interpretation and construction of texts.
· K-12.P.EICC.2.a Share real or imagined experiences by interpreting and constructing texts that tell or include stories. 
· K-12.P.EICC.2.d Interpret and construct texts to aid the analysis and evaluation of texts.
	N/A

	Performance Task: 
Title: Constructing a Modern Myth
Description: Students will create their own retelling of one of the myths read in class using multimodal elements and appropriate text techniques.   
	· 8.T.T.1.e Apply narrative techniques to enhance writing, engage audiences, and achieve specific purposes.
· K-12.P.EICC.2.a Share real or imagined experiences by interpreting and constructing texts that tell or include stories.
· K-12.P.EICC.2.d Interpret and construct texts to aid the analysis and evaluation of texts and ideas.
	N/A


Approaches to Learning
Learning Experiences
	Learning Experience
	Objective or Content
	Learning Experience Resources
	Personalized Learning and Differentiation
	Vocabulary

	Learning Experience 1: NoRedInk 
Description: Throughout the unit, NoRedInk will be used as a personalized tool to close gaps in grammar and writing by providing differentiated, adaptive practice based on each student’s needs. Students will complete a diagnostic to identify skill gaps and receive targeted lessons aligned with unit writing tasks. Teachers will monitor progress through built-in reports, assign mini-lessons, and use student data for flexible grouping and conferencing. NoRedInk activities—such as mentor sentences, writing applications, and grammar practice—will be embedded into warm-ups, writing workshops, and revision routines to support clarity, style, and sentence fluency in student writing.
	L.GC.1.50 Use ellipses appropriately.
L.GC.1.52 Use semicolons, with or without a conjunctive adverb, to form compound and compound-complex sentences.
	· Materials in Lesson Guidance
· NoRedInk Resources
	· Graphic Organizers
· Visual Supports
· Modeling
· Vocabulary Support



	Ellipses
Hyphens
Affixes
Semicolons
Conjunctive adverb
Phrases 
Clauses
Modifiers
Verbal 
Verbal phrases
Gerunds
Infinitives 

	Learning Experience 2: Analyzing How Different Text Techniques Work Together to Shape Meaning
Description: Students analyze how narrative, expository, poetic, and argumentative techniques work together within a single text to enhance an author’s purpose.
	[bookmark: _Int_Yb3DtNZJ]8.T.T.1.a Analyze how narrative techniques are used across the text to develop plot, characters, and setting.
8.T.T.3.a Analyze the development of argumentative techniques used to present and design content, including an author’s claim, supporting relevant and logical evidence, an identified counterclaim, a rebuttal, and a conclusion that logically follows the argument. 
 8.T.T.4.a Analyze the development of the poetic techniques used to present and design content, including stanzas, rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, and/or cacophony.
8.T.T.2.a Analyze the development of expository techniques used to present and design content, including multiple main ideas, facts, statistics, key details, information from text features, and a sense of closure.  
K-12. P. EICC.1. d Build a repertoire of comprehension and composition skills, strategies, and techniques, drawing from them as needed to aid the interpretation and construction of texts. 
	· Lesson Guidance
· No Red Ink Resources 
· Thinking Maps
· Unit Texts
	· Graphic Organizers
· visual supports
· Chunked texts
· Guided story map
	Text technique
Narrative
Expository
Argumentative
Poetic
Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension	Comment by Holman, Pamela: PLC needs to add vocabulary list (from standards and content) for each Learning Experience.  Add the list to appear before the statement: Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension



	Learning Experience 3: Constructing Texts Using All Text Techniques
Description: Students will write a short, constructed response that blends narrative, argumentative, poetic, and expository techniques. 
	8.T.T.1.e Apply narrative techniques to enhance writing, engage audiences, and achieve specific purposes.
8.T.T.3.c Apply argumentative techniques (e.g., author’s claim, supporting relevant and logical evidence, an identified counterclaim, a rebuttal, and a conclusion) to enhance writing and engage audiences.
8.T.T.4.b Apply poetic techniques (e.g., stanzas, rhyme/rhyme scheme, imagery, figurative language, sound devices) to produce poetry and engage audiences.
8.T.T.2.d Apply multiple expository techniques (e.g., main idea, facts, statistics, key details, text features, sense of closure) to enhance writing and engage audiences. 
K-12. P. EICC.2.a Share real or imagined experiences by interpreting and constructing texts that include stories. 
K-12.P.EICC.2.d Interpret and construct texts to aid the analysis and evaluation of texts and ideas. 
	· Lesson Guidance
· No Red Ink Resources 
· Unit Texts
	· Scaffolds: 
· Graphic Organizers
· Visual supports 
· Sentence Starters
	Text technique
Narrative
Expository
Argumentative
Poetic
Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension	Comment by Holman, Pamela: PLC needs to add vocabulary list (from standards and content) for each Learning Experience.  Add the list to appear before the statement: Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension

	Learning Experience 4: Examination of a Multimodal Text and the Folklore That Inspired It
Description: Students will examine a multimodal text, paying close attention to how all of the multimodal elements work together to serve the author’s purpose and create meaning. Students will then study the folklore that inspired this text and analyze how these folklore elements further the text’s theme. * Honors students will consider other modern texts that draw from this same folklore and discuss why these elements hold such a draw for our modern society. 
	8.T.PM.1.a Read and compare and contrast myths and stories (fictional or historical) that modern writers have adapted into their own works. 
K-12.P.EICC.3.c Draw from, compare, build, and integrate prior knowledge of the material in a text, addressing inconsistencies or gaps and adding to knowledge repertoires as appropriate. 
K-12.P.AC.3.d Consume and produce multimodal texts, integrating a variety of genres, text features, and craft techniques to influence target audiences and achieve specific purposes. 
	· Lesson Guidance
· No Red Ink Resources 
· Unit Texts
	· Teacher modeling
· Sentence starters 
· Graphic organizer
Honors Extension:
Honors students will research other modern texts that draw from this particular folklore and write a brief analytical reflection in which they discuss which modern text better utilizes the original folklore to enhance its purpose. 
	Text Mode
Visual
Aural
Written
Multimodal
Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension	Comment by Holman, Pamela: PLC needs to add vocabulary list (from standards and content) for each Learning Experience.  Add the list to appear before the statement: Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension

	Learning Experience 5: Understanding How Historical Context Shapes the Mythology and Folklore of Different Cultures
Description: Students will examine two similar myths from two different cultures within the same time period. Students will compare how each mythological creature is characterized and will examine the historical context surrounding each myth. Students will make inferences about the purpose each of these myths may have served for these cultures during this time in history. 
	8.T.PM.1.a Read and compare and contrast myths and stories (fictional or historical) that modern writers have adapted into their own works.
8.T.PM.1.b Compare and contrast the treatment of a common theme by different writers within a time period.

	· Lesson Guidance
· No Red Ink Resources 
· Unit Texts
	· Preview vocabulary
· Sentence starters
· Graphic Organizer
Honors Extension: 
Honors students will consider how the perspective from which each of these myths are told shapes meaning for the reader. Students will then rewrite one of these myths from a different perspective and discuss how that changes the message of the story. 

	
	Mythology
Folklore 
Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension	Comment by Holman, Pamela: PLC needs to add vocabulary list (from standards and content) for each Learning Experience.  Add the list to appear before the statement: Selected vocabulary from text for aiding in comprehension



Content Resources
Unit Novel (s),  Plays, Extended Work (s)
N/A (Short mini unit)
Other Prose Texts and Poetry
Myth: “Pandora’s Box”
Fairytale: “Rapunzel”
Short Story: “Opening a Gift”
Folktale: “La Llorona: The Weeping Woman”
Short Story: “Lost Lake”
Article: “Why Is It Fun to be Frightened?”
Article: “Zombies” from History.com (HONORS)
Visual Texts
Painting: “The Scream”
Painting: “Pandora’s Box”
Auditory Texts
Song: “Thriller” Michael Jackson
Multimodal Texts
Music Video: “Thriller” by Michael Jackson
YouTube Video: “The Origin of Zombies”
YouTube Video: “Is AI Humanity’s Pandora’s Box? Why We Fear What We Create” with transcript
YouTube Video: “The Black Lady of Bradley Woods”
Movie Clip: Tangled
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